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Quiet before the storm? The ilil'e expectancy oi the Plastiras
coalition governmeni remeins uncerteain despite the vote of
confidence it recently received. The parlismentary support
accorded the coalition at the outset has given it a chance
to take some important steps not requlring specific legis-
latlive approval. An exchange of ministers with Yugoslavia i
has already been arranged as & preliminary to exploring such i
cutstanding problems as the return of the 9,000-0dd Greek “
children in Yugoslaviae, the restoration of mutusl commmica- i
tions, and the development of trsde channels. The Cablinet

has utilized existing laws to lnitiate the screening of

Greece's estimated 30,000 political prisoners for possible

return to civilian 1ife and has meanwhile decided to abolish

the controversilal Makronisos detention camp for civilians.

Unification of the armed forces under lMarshal Papagos, which

aerves to qulet right wing fears that Plastiras would dominate 1
military policy, is now being implemented without controversy. ;
The economic off'icials of the Cabinet, who appear to be both
capable and wholeheartedly behind the ECA economic program,
have already sterted enforcing drastic measures to collect
delinguent taxes from shipowners.

i T S S S

Within the next fev weeks the Cabinet will have to deal
with Parliament on various specific lissues, however, and when
it does it is likely to run into difficulties. As expscted,
rightist cpposition to Plastiras has in no way abated, while
the extreme left has expressed dissatlsfaction with the gov-
ernment 's policy both on internesl and on foreign matters.
The greatest threat, however, comes from Liberal leader
Venizelos, who has displayed & frivolous, unenthusisstic,
and even resentful attitude towards the coalition and appears
guite capable of pulling out of it at the first suitable
occasion. There is little doubt that most of his 54 deputies
would follow him out of the government camp, leaving the
coalition twenty or thirty votes short of a majority. Venizelos'®
opportunity may well arise out of attempts by extreme rightists
and extreme leftlsts to use thelr influence in the labor unions
to promote reneved demands for inflationary wage incresses.
Even 1f the Cabinet menages to sidestep this problem, contro-
versy is alwost equally likely to develop over the menner of
holding local elections or over the new budget, new tax measures,
or other legislation necessary to the economiec program. On all
these issues Plastiras is unlikely to pilck up meny outslide votes |
and thus needs the solid support of his own coalition. ‘
[
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PURKLY

fond words for inverioss:  The f?mabion rlatform annoviiced
o wick Dy the rw ing recple's Resubllican Perty (PRI
cenvained no surpri%-a 3xeent Ior tbe aovevhat unaccus homed
stress 1t piaced on the party'B words of encouragement U0
private enberprise. For OHCb,‘uhG PRP net only talkeh of
enpcouraging and sssisting cdomedtic ond foreign private
lnvesiors but alsoc pronuoed ¢gural treetment for privarc and
state cnterprise. Such o uuﬁtennnL represents & taci” &d- '
mission that equal iveairent dose not now exist, & point
whilch the PRP has alwmyva besn most reluctent 1o concee.
The fact remsins, however, that Turiey will remin an
etatlst state, heavily ffipﬂbrﬁ in favor of state-~ownud
enterprises, regardloss of carpalgn owomws»s or probadle
glection resulity; the lack of cherruyii ez for privato
gecurmtation of capital n a nephbioa whore th. state hown
dominated industyy and comeerce for mny years 1s alore
sufficient Lo preveni tae a,ukp, au ummt ion 33 drivat:
investors of major re3sons’ “ilitv for continued econo:i.
develooment . . Statencnis suzbk 83 those mede by the PRY
nowsver, indicate thrt the atrpsphsre ls clcaring somo
Ae time passes, opposliicn preesure and Turkey 's need i
foreign investmeat oy well premets a Loosen&nu of the bonds
iscrimination by which Tryk1°h ?“ivate capital 1is now
confinad, even bnoub. cae governpent 1s likely to be more
solicitous of dollar susillers than or Turkish entreproneurs.
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SVRIA ,
Political Crisiss The continuﬂng vituperativs anti-Us
campalizn in‘gyvia hes nreeinitaet . serious polltical
crisis. The extreme ndbLOLdliBu Eaﬁlem Brotheriood,
advocates closer tics with the USSR and the establish
Islam a5 the state religion, Ip uwilng the campaign as o
means of arousing popular suppert and of lncressing ito
influence in the governmeut, Iovever, influentlal menbors
of the Consniuuent hosembly as well as the politically
powerful argy leaders are unliksly %o accept & gover amand
dominuted by the extrewe neticralis.s.

BFuel has bveen &ﬂded to the orizinal hlﬁsucving 8rhi-Us
attack of Minister of ﬁﬂt;rnaf‘“connmv Lawallbi by th:z »umor.
that the US had urgel fhoe £nvdi brablan Government o Tyeing
pressare on FPrime EJwiALvL szm to dismizs Dawelibl from his
position. Apocryphal oo ;ts ¢ +his nature can be dizscminatos
indefinitely, and ticre I i6znee that the Soviet Lesgation,

alern Brotherhoed 1is egglnyg Dawal bl

in Doamscus g well as the on
on. Moslewm BErotherhood ceputies in the Constituent Asceombly

>
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~have urged the government to 8
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el Soviet diplomatic Sﬁp ort :
agalinst thne pro-Israell policies of the U3 and the UK, The

‘Azm Government has taken no action either to curb the press

under the Syrian press law, £t0 diseipline Dewalibi, or Lo
dissocilate ltself from the opinions expressed by both.
The refusal to take such action is an attenmpt on 1ts. part
to court popular favor, but there is some doubl whether it
will be eble to control and retain the support of the
extpreme nationalist forces that have been unleashed.

Although a number of independent deputics in the Assembly
have attacked the proponents of a pro-doviet policy, Opno-

' gition to the Noslem Brotherhood campeign iz apparently

centerad in the a2rmy, which hopes for US arme and equip-

ment and which is streongly anti-Soviet. Dafense lMdnistor
H%yyani? who is believed to heve represented the lanterests

of the army in the Azm Government and who was considered o
be the dominant figure 1n ths cabinet, has reasigned. Nalther
he nor the army leaders have been sagocisted with the anii.ld
carpalgn. His resignation will probably lead 1o a ma,jor

cehinetl wreshuffle, probably precipitating & showdown -bebween

W e F

the nationalist and army groups anl possiply bringing about
the downfall of the pregent Azm Governmant. S

PALISTINE

he foropl annexs.-
sve Littie

se bhe oroosay
BYel, A3 2
Iy complobs
L aperte
4 o

Abdullah's Annexation of Arab Pal
Tiom of Arap Palestine Dy King Ao )
effect upoen the adminigtration of Lhe ax
of inteprailon has been golng ovn for 50
resuit of the recent electlions, 1g now -
It hes, nowever, produced reactions i
the wrecent Arvab Loague meetlng in ;
the obher Aral astates in effect sand
pccupation and adminigtrsiion of b
thet they could not approve hio =
corporate Avah Palestine into nis o
coriained an escaps clauvae, however,
Puture of Aval Palestine should be der
of its inmnebitents. An Lrsb Leagua b
eliced for 7 May to dilscussg acilon oo
Andullish, but 1% seems probkbis that
aocopt the move as o raiu goeospil al

fulminations sgalnst Abdullah accomponicl Ty

sanctlons and expulsion from the League.
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NOTED IN BRIEF
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18_"enosiz! issue in

o embarrass Prime ister Plastiras in his
relations with Greet Britaln. Ip recent speeches in
Parliament, the two leading members of the leftist Democratic
Front lovishly supported the Cypriot plea for union wich
@recce and demanded that the Grezek Government clarify its
position on the question. DMeanwhile, the Free Greece radio
has publicized an appeal {rom the Cyprus Communists to
Plestiras askipg that the latter bring the Cyprus question
before the UN. While such tecties are unlikely to move the
Groek Government from its present "hands-off" policy regarding
Cyprus, the ultra-leftists will probably conitinue to use the
anbsls issue ae a source of propagsude against both Plastiras
and the British,

3 * 3

The cerryings on at the funeral of Turkish Varshal Cakmek
~should do little to enhance the reputaticn ol the O0pposSition
Nation Perty, of which the former Chief of Staff wos honorary
President. The Nation Perty seems to be getting most of

the blame for the fact that the dignity appropriate to a
netional hero's funeral procession was mrred not only by
ritualistic chenting in Arabic (which is forbidden under
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Turkish law) but also by the action of & member of ill-mannered
enthusiasts who seized the revered Marshal's coffin. Although
1, is no. yot known to what extent the Natlon Party was
actually responsible for ihese breaches of propriety, there
soems to be l1ittle doubt that the party's chances at the polls
have been lessened.

< * *

Bulgaris bhas sent another note to the Turks, this time Hro-
testing against the refusal oi the lur ish courts to condemmn
for mrder & number of Bulgarians who had kilied membars

of a Bulgarian airplane crew whom they had forced to f£ly i
them to Turkey. The Bulgarilan demand for ertraditlon ¢f the
escapees 1s hardly likely to be met. The new note serves,
therefore, only to continue Turkish-Bulgarian relations in
thelr present very bad state -- which, no doubt, 1s precisely
what is wanted by the mesters of the current Bulgerian
regime.

25X6A * # *
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A_xrecenf xepor hat Iropign Promier All Napsur has advised
the Shsh to revert to & neutrdl” policy vis-a-vis the great
powers lends additional weight to suspicions that Mansur my
incline toward a relatively soft policy toward the USSR, It

is unlikely, however, that the Iranian Govcrament would do
anything which would prejudice its relations with the US.
Mansur, who considers himself & shrewd bargeiner, may be
inclined to broaden the discusslons regarding the resumption

of norml Soviet-Iranian trade relations which have apparently
been going on this spring, while the alleged US Embassy opposi-
tion to Mepsur's appointment ray have galled the Shah as well
as Mansur. Nevertheless, mist of the important men in the
government reallze that Iren must continue to look to the

1S for moral and economic support. The recent appoiniment

of Ammnulleh Ardalan as Minister of Interior adds another
pro.US figure to the Cebinet and thus should serve as an
additional deterrent to any attompts by Mensur to grant
copcessions to the USSR in the belief that he could do 80
without disastrous results to Iran.

*® »

»

Despite Eengral optimism regerding the Nehru-Liaquat sgree-
ment of pril on orities, forces making for striie
botween Indie and Pekistan are still active. Fanatically
copmunel organizations such as the Hindu Mahasabha and J. P.
Mitter's Indian Council for the Protection of Rights of
Minorities have not relaxed thelr determination to create
trouble. Mitter 1s allegedly training a force of 2,000

men for early raids on East Bengal. S. P. Mookerjee, who
resigned as Indlan Minister of Industry and Supply over
Nehru's "softness” toward Pakistans is reportedly continuing
to .alk against the Nehru-Llaguat egreement. While the most
vociferous professional anti-Pakistanis have temporearily
been silenced by the authorities, others are still at large.

2 * *
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